











Sand Dunes

The sand dunes along Lake Michigan in the northwest corner of the Township represent
a unique and fragile physiographic formation and ecosystem that is very susceptible to
wind and water erosion, and destruction due to careless use or development. The dune
area which is in Saugatuck Township and the City of Saugatuck has been identified by
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) as a critical dune area, subject to
protection under the Michigan Sand Dune Protection and Management Act, new Part
353, PA 451 of 1994. The designated critical dune area is shown in the shaded region of
Map 4-8. Under this Act, all proposed commercial or industrial uses, multifamily uses of
more than 3 acres, and any use which the local planning commission or the DEQ
determines would damage or destroy features of archaeological or historical significance
must be approved by the State. Single family residential development is to be regulated
at the local level. The law prohibits surface drilling operations that explore for or produce
hydrocarbons or natural brine as well as mining activities (except in the case of permit
renewals). The legislation also imposes certain standards on construction and site
design in critical dune areas.

Site design and construction standards for sand dunes should be enhanced at the local
level to prevent further deterioration of this fragile environment. Areas needing special
attention in such standards are vegetation, drainage and erosion protection.

WOODLANDS

The wooded areas of the Tri-Community area are a mixture of hardwoods and conifers.
Large areas of upland hardwoods are found in the sand dune areas, along Lake
Michigan, and in the northeast quarter of the Township. A large area of lowland conifers
exists in the southwestern portion of the Township east of I-196. Other smaller patches
of upland and lowland hardwoods and conifers are scattered throughout the area, as
shown on Map 4-9. Mature trees represent a valuable resource in maintaining the
aesthetic character of the area, not to mention their overall importance to wildlife and the
natural environment. In particular, the wooded sand dunes along the Kalamazoo River
and Lake Michigan, and those buffering adjacent uses from I-196, are especially
important. They should be managed to insure their long term existence.
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Map 4-8

Tri-Community Critical Dunes Areas

r N 1 13shAve | L
V- =
| 3

£ P

Z

/ / Q( 2

/ 1%
1501 sve I ssomave

134th Ave

58h st

3310 Ave

e
i D‘QUGLASA& 15
2| yioase 14
;‘* B 3
HE o v 2
> ’s%:”"‘w E]
. H S e wiey g
£ 5
e 2L E 2 |8 23 _\1
e S g = a
I g =
H 5
4
26 Ave 1281 126 Ave 1280 Ave
25 .
127th Ave — 2
28 —27 — 26— — | H
@|
a -
g
12600 Ave 12610 Ave 1260 Ave
s 5 ) @ 36 s
oaect 33 g 34 H i H o R4
12 Ave 126 Ave s, EI
GANGES TWP 2l S i
a . E=
@ 5 §
1 L =
— 3
g \Lokelndo @
@ £
12200 Ave 12200 Ave s 12200 Ave

\d

Saugatuck
Tri-Communities

CRITICAL DUNESMAP

ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

1MILE

Municipal Legend
Jurisdiction Boundaries

Section Legend
[ Section Boundaries

Critical Dune Legend
[ Designated Barrier Dune Formations
[ Exemplary Associated Plant Communities

Source: Atlas of Proposed Critical Dunes - 02/17/1989.
Land and Water Division - Michigan D

of Natural Resources. Digitized from georeferenced scans
of paper maps from published atlas.

Land
for resuls or conclusions drawn from the use of this data.
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Map 4-9
Tri-Community Woodlands
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* Based on a 1996 Land Use Classification conducted by the
GIS Research Center at Western Michigan University for a
project funded by the Environmental Protection Agency.
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