





Lakeshore Drive

Lakeshore Drive provides a scenic link between areas along the Lake Michigan coast.
Lakeshore Drive was closed off in some areas in the mid-1980’s because of severe bluff
erosion. The road is currently a dead end in this area, with no plans to reconstruct it, due
to the high costs and inevitability of shore erosion. Lakeshore Drive should continue to
function as a limited access road for those accessing residential property. A non-
motorized path connecting Lakeshore Drive where it has been washed out would be a
welcome addition in this area. However, the private property/easement question must
first be resolved.

Transit

The Interurban is the area's public transportation system and is funded in part by a 1 mill
assessment. The service was started in May 1980 as a two-year experimental project
and was initially funded at 100% by the State. Following the experimental period, some
of the cost burden was borne by the Tri-Communities. The system had seven buses and
in 2003 there were approximately 46,000 riders. The Interurban is governed by a board
consisting of members from all three communities. The system is demand responsive
with no fixed routes or schedule.

Intercity bus service, provided by Greyhound, can be accessed in nearby Holland and
South Haven.

Photo 6-5
Interurban Vehicle

Source: Felicia Fairchild, Saugatuck Douglas
Convention and Visitors Bureau

Non-motorized Transportation

The City of Saugatuck and the City of the Village of Douglas are walkable communities
that are suited for pedestrians and bicyclists. This atmosphere should be protected and
promoted by expanding dedicated pedestrian and bicycle paths, particularly with the
tourist population that utilizes the community in the summer months. However,
comprehensive trails between popular destinations have yet to be constructed in the
Saugatuck/Douglas area. Minimally a non-motorized path between Saugatuck and
Douglas would give visitors access to each downtown area without getting into their
automobile. Currently, the closest regional non-motorized trail is the South Haven to
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Kalamazoo bike trail. Trails from Douglas to the Oval Beach and from Saugatuck to the

Dunes State Park and other points north should also be planned and constructed. Trails
should be designed for all-season use so cross country skiing and snow shoeing would

also be available.

Air

The Tri-Communities are served by the Gerald R. Ford International Airport in Grand
Rapids, which is within 50 miles of the region and is served by 11 major airlines with 150
flights per day. Gerald R. Ford International Airport has grown dramatically over the last
few years, in 2002, the airport serviced just under 2 million passengers. It was the first
airport in the nation to implement 100% baggage screening on all flights.

The Tri-Communities are also served by the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International
Airport, which is located in Portage, about 60 miles from the region as well as the South
Bend, IN airport also located some 60 miles away. In 2002 the airport served over one
half million passengers with 63 daily arrivals and departures on six major airlines.

POLICE, FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES

Police

Police protection for the Tri-Community area is provided by the Allegan County Sheriff
Department and the Michigan State Police, and by local departments in Saugatuck and
Douglas. The State Police maintains the Saugatuck Team post at the Saugatuck
Township Hall on Blue Star Highway. The facility is staffed with 4-5 officers. The Allegan
County Sheriff Department operates a satellite post in Fennville which serves the area.
The State Police and the Sheriff respond upon request to calls in all three jurisdictions.
The Township also has a constable who performs bar checks and serves zoning
violations.

The Saugatuck-Douglas Police Department has 8 full-time officers including the Chief of
Police. The Department has 6 police cruisers and a motorcycle. Police offices are
currently located at 47 Center Street, Douglas.

Fire

Saugatuck, Douglas and Saugatuck Township are included in the Saugatuck Fire
District. This district is managed by a five member Fire Authority. Saugatuck, Douglas
and Saugatuck Township each appoint one person to the board. These three then
appoint two other people from the area at large, subject to approval by the three
communities involved. The Saugatuck Fire District has 25 personnel, including 3 full-
time. There is one fire station located in Saugatuck Township near the intersection of
Blue Star Highway and 134th Avenue. The Township building houses vehicles, offices
and a meeting room with 9,600 square feet.

The Fire District maintains 3 pumpers, 1 Rescue Command Center, 3 tankers, a 65 foot
aerial water tower and a 40 foot fire boat.

The Tri-Communities fire department is on fully automatic coordinated aid with the
Graafschap, Ganges and Fennville fire departments.

Emergency Services
Ambulance services are provided by the American Medical Response (AMR). The West
Michigan division of AMR is based in Grand Rapids with operations serving Kent,
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Ottawa and Allegan Counties with bases in Grand Rapids, Holland and Fennville. AMR
has 27 advanced life support units, 122 full-time and 52 part-time personnel. The
Saugatuck Fire District maintains a first responder unit and a medical unit. The first
responder unit answers some 500 calls per year.

Hospitals

The nearest hospital to the Tri-Communities is Holland Community Hospital, 9.4 miles
from Saugatuck. The Tri-Communities are also served by Zeeland Community Hospital,
14 miles from Saugatuck and South Haven Community Hospital which is 18.6 miles
away.

In addition to the hospitals, residents can obtain emergency services at the Douglas
Clinic, Intermediate Urgent Care Clinic, 14 miles from Saugatuck in Zeeland, and at the
Allegan Emergency Medical Services in Allegan, which is 19.8 miles from Saugatuck.

SCHOOLS

Three school districts serve the Tri-Community area; Saugatuck, Fennville, and Hamilton
school districts. (See Map 6-3). Approximately half of Saugatuck Township, and all of
Douglas and Saugatuck, are served by the Saugatuck district, with the southern portion
of the Township being served mostly by the Fennville district and the extreme northeast
portion of the Township served by the Hamilton district. The Saugatuck school system
operates facilities in two locations. Douglas Elementary School accommodates a 3-yr.
old pre-school of 30 children; a 4-yr. old pre-school with 40 children; grades K through 5
with an enrollment of 402, Saugatuck Middle School accommodates grades 6 through 8
with an enrollment of 195, and Saugatuck High School accommodates grades 9 through
12 with an enroliment of 256. Total enrollment is approximately 823 students. High
school and middle school growth rate has been 5% in the last 2 years, 5% in the last 5
years and only 1.3% over 10 years. Middle school and high school capacity would be
reached with the addition of 100-150 more students. There are no expansion plans. The
Fennville system has a lower and upper elementary schools (PK-5), a middle school
(grades 6-7) and a high school (8-12), with an enrollment of approximately 1,500
students. Enrollment has declined nearly 10% per year over the past few years, with a
loss of over 200 students in the past two years. Voters in the Fennville district narrowly
passed a $26 million bond issue in June 2004 for a new elementary school and
renovations to the middle school, a levy of 5.81 mills. For an enrollment summary see
Table 6-2.

The school districts serving the area appear to have some capacity for accommodating
increases in the school age population. Furthermore, the part of the Tri-Community area
served by the Saugatuck school district is that which is most suitable for new growth.

Table 6-2

Enrollment in Schools Serving the Tri-Communities
School Pre-School Elementary Middle High School Total
District School
Fennville Incl. in 686 249 553 1,488

Elementary
Hamilton Not listed 1,131 630 928 2,689
Saugatuck 70 402 195 256 823
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Photo 6-6
Saugatuck Middle/High School

Source: Aaron Sheridan

Photo 6-7
Douglas Elementary School

Source: Aaron Sheridan
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Map 6-5

Tri-Community Public Facilities and School Districts

(-

1 Two pumphouses
2 Vacamt block

3 % Vacant street

4 &5 Vacant lot

& DPW Bamn

9 Saugatuck Townshlp Hall

10 Saugatuck Riverside Cem

11 Douglas Ce

12 Douglas North Cemetery

13 Saugatuck Township
Fire District

14 Saugatuck City Hall

15 Public Restroom

18 Saugatuck High School

17 Waterwell

18 Township Dog Park

19 B.5. Memori
Roadside P.

20 Sunset Parks,

21 Township w
(located on
property)

22 River BI ark | |

23 Douglas Village

24 Douglas

€& Library T
7 Fire District & Police Dupartlmy‘ ""“-"“‘11|

| Fennville Sc 4

[

= . |

' | 'Saugdtuck i
School District, "

' ]_: 13 .. r'

§ BT

N
2

—t
I

it
.. g | —
F A =1
|
N "
hool District ‘
4] | s
|
-] 30 |
&
‘ b ‘ :
> j' \\ ) :‘ h_%_h

Sangatuck

Public Facilities

E p | Tri-Communities
-L| il Hamilm]_n’»’;ghnul District

and

_L | School Districts

| | ALLBGAN CORINTY, MICTIGAN
| Biv

S aciion Lagsnd

Source: Allegan County GIS Department and Planning & Zoning Center, Inc.

Tri-Community Comprehensive Plan Update

June, 2005
6-19




SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

PA 641 of 1978 requires that every county prepare a solid waste management plan. The
plan must be approved by the County Planning Committee, the County Board of
Commissioners and by at least 2/3 of the municipalities in the county. The Allegan
County Solid Waste Plan dates from 1997 (and was approved by the DEQ in 2000)
and covers a ten year planning period. An update process was to begin in 2002 but is on
hold upon direction of the state. The current Plan remains in force.

Characteristics of the solid waste stream include:

- County generates an estimated 241 tons per day (TPD) of municipal solid waste
(MSW), a category which includes residential, commercial, and some industrial
wastes, but does not include construction and demolition debris or industrial process
wastes (such as foundry sand, sewage sludge, or paper sludge).

Based on a 2002 County population estimate of 109,336, this calculates to about 4.4
pounds/person/day.

Of the MSW, about 55% is estimated to be residential (133TPD, 2.43Ibs/person/day)
and 45% commercial (108 TPD, 1.97Ibs/person/day).

Adding the C & D and Industrial Process waste brings the estimated generation to
326 TPD, or 5.96 Ibs/person/day.

It is estimated that about 32% of this total generation, 105 TPD, is being recycled or
composted, leaving a landfill total of 221 TPD. (MDEQ'’s annual landfill receipt
reports consistently indicate much less Allegan County waste, the equivalent of 135
TPD in 2003. Resource Recovery does not believe it is that high as some of the
waste might be co-collected with another county’s and counted in its totals).

In terms of residential recycling, Saugatuck City collected 48 tons curbside and 334
tons drop-off in 2003. Saugatuck Township collected 111 tons curbside.

Most of Allegan County’s waste goes to landfills in Ottawa County and a lesser
amount to Kent County. Some even goes to Watervliet in Berrien County and also to
St. Joseph County. At present, there is sufficient capacity within the region and
Resource Recover does not foresee a need to site any new facilities in the near
future. Kent County has been purchasing land in Dorr Township with a long term
intention (10-12 years) of expanding the South Kent Landfill, which sits right up
against the county line into Allegan.

Source: Allegan County Solid Waste Plan

The goals and objectives of the plan focus on reducing the waste stream through
separation and recycling, using private haulers for waste collection, recovering energy
from the solid waste stream and providing the public with opportunities to develop
solutions for solid waste disposal problems.

Each governmental unit maintains its own recycling. A recycling center, funded by tax
dollars, is currently in operation at the Saugatuck City Department of Public Works
Garage on Blue Star Highway and is available to Saugatuck residents only. Douglas and
the Township maintain a curbside pickup policy on a regularly scheduled basis. Allegan
County Resource Recovery maintains the facility, which collects newspapers, plastics,
glass, aluminum and brown paper bags. Pickup of metal appliances and tires is also
possible by contacting the center. The recycling center was started in 1984.
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Brush and Leaf Pickup

Beginning each spring, curbside brush and leaf pickup is held during the second full
week of each month in the City of Saugatuck. Brush, leaves and yard waste may be
placed out for collection; any other items will not be picked up. Yard waste on the
roadside at any other time is considered littering and is punishable by citation.

City residents may, at any time, take brush and leaves to the storage yard behind the
Department of Public Works garage on Maple Street. This area is for yard waste drop off
only.

Photo 6-8
Saugatuck Public Works Department Building

Source: Aaron Sheridan

Saugatuck and Douglas hold a large item and yard waste pickup in the spring. This
service is available the first two full weeks of May of each year. During this time, City
crews will pick up the following items only: household items like couches, tables, and
carpeting, unbagged leaves, brush and limbs cut into 4 foot sections and piled
separately. ltems which cannot be placed out for pickup include stoves, refrigerators, air
conditioners, etc., household hazardous waste, tires, large amounts of construction
materials and garbage.

Household hazardous waste can be disposed of at the Allegan County Health
Department (Tuesdays and Thursdays) and the Wayland Area Ambulance center (one
day a year), by appointment only. The South Kent County Landfill and the Grand Rapids
area Goodwill Stores accept household electronics waste (TVs, computers, VCR’s, fax
machines, radios and computer games).

The Saugatuck Township Landfill (public), located in Sections 10 and 11, was closed in
1984. Placing a new landfill in the Tri-Communities is not feasible due to many
environmental and practical obstacles

PUBLIC FACILITIES

The City, Village and Township own a number of buildings and other facilities. Those not
related to recreation are listed below in Table 6-3 and are shown on Map 6-5. Recreation
facilities are discussed in Chapter 7.
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Photo 6-9
Saugatuck Township Hall

Source: Aaron Sheridan

Tri-Community Comprehensive Plan Update
June, 2005
6-22



Tri-Community Public Facilities

Table 6-3

Name

Location

Use

Saugatuck Township

Township Hall

3461 Blue Star
Memorial Hwy.

Twp offices, State Police

Saugatuck Riverside Cemetery 135" & Blue Star Burial
Douglas Cemetery 130™ South side Burial
Douglas North annex cemetery I30th North side Burial

Fire Station Blue Star Hwy.

City of Saugatuck

City Hall 102 Butler City offices
Middle and High School 401 Elizabeth Street | School
Maintenance bldg. gltue Star and Apple Public works
Sand & salt storage gltue Star and Apple

Pump House #1 Maple St. Water
Pump House #2 Maple St. Water

City of Village of Douglas City

Village Hall

86 W. Center Street

Village offices

Douglas Elementary School

261 Randolph Street

School

School District Offices

201 Randolph Street

School Administration

Vacant lot

Corner Ferry & Center

Gravel storage

Library (Saugatuck-Douglas)

Mixer & Center Sts.

Library, office, fire barns

DPW barn

Water & Center Sts.

Barn (launch ramp
currently closed)

Two Pumphouses & pumps

DPW barn

Well housing

1/2 vacant street ends on Kalamazoo
River & Lake

Gerber, South,
Fermont, Randolph,
Spencer

None

Source: Saugatuck Township, City of Saugatuck, and City of Village of Douglas City
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