








neither supported nor opposed it.

RECREATION AND LOCAL SPENDING

According to the 2004 community opinion survey, following was the response to the
guestion of whether the respondent would support the additional recreation-related
activities even if it meant an increase in general property taxes. See Table 7-6.

Table 7-6
Support for Recreation-Related Services if Increased Property Taxes Required
Services % Support % Oppose Neither Support | % Don’t Know
Additional Additional nor Oppose or No Opinion
Property Property
Taxes Taxes
Bike lanes/pathways 60.5% 10.5% 19.8% 3.2%
Community 12.9% 30.2% 32.3% 4.7%
Recreation Center
Senior Citizen 35.1% 22.7% 36.3% 5.9%
Center
Community Pool 29.1% 43.8% 22.4% 4.8%
Parks and 50.9% 17.2% 27.8% 4%
Recreation
Better Water Quality 62.5% 10.5% 22.1% 4.9%

Source: Tri-Community Survey, 2004

The greatest support among recreation-related topics was for better water quality with
62.5 %, bike lanes/pathways with 60.5% support and parks and recreation at 50.9%.
When citizens express a willingness to pay higher taxes for a service, that is very
significant. However, specific proposals would need to be prepared with broad
community support for the details before anyone could reasonably count on such
support for higher taxes.

OPEN SPACE PROTECTION

Recreation is important to the Tri-Communities and the visual experience of the
community is tied to the recreational experience. Residents like to live in the Tri-
Communities, in part, because it is a uniquely attractive location. Tourists visit and spend
money in the Tri-Communities based in part on the visual experience. Natural features
and open spaces are important components of the Tri-Communities, contrasting with the
concentrated, developed areas of the City of Saugatuck and the City of the Village of
Douglas. The compact, strong identities of the City and Village are enhanced when
natural, open spaces surround the two communities. Water is one of the natural features
surrounding the City and Village and helping to give them form and identity. Wetlands,
woodlands, farms and parks are other existing natural features that currently contribute
to natural open space.

The extent to which open space continues to be a part of the Tri-Communities in the
future depends on several factors. These include:
The degree to which views of the water remain. If waterfront development effectively
walls off views of the water from surrounding streets, a very important open space
attribute will be lost and the sense of naturalness diminished. The acquisition and
use of a portion of the waterfront for public use and access can help preserve the
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waterfront as a community open space. Regulations that require new development
and redevelopment to provide some space on waterfront sites can also serve to help
maintain the water as a significant natural feature of the community.

The conversion of undeveloped land to a developed use. This appears to be
happening somewhat rapidly in portions of Saugatuck Township, primarily for
residential development.

Protection of sensitive lands, such as wetlands, dunes and steep slopes from
development. Sensitive lands can be protected by purchase, purchase of easements
or development rights, transfer of development rights, donation and regulations.
Protection from development of the most visible open spaces. The most visible open
spaces tend to be those along roadways and on ridges. These can also be protected
by scenic easements and other purchase, transfer or donation programs, design
guidelines and regulations.

Photo 7-9
Protected Open Space Adds Value to the Community

Source: Aaron Sheridan

Many communities are organizing open spaces, natural features and recreational
facilities into a greenspace or green infrastructure system.

Definitions

Greenspace — Undeveloped or minimally developed land such as parks, farmlands,
wetlands, woodlots, natural areas, plant and wildlife habitat, trails, river or recreational
corridors, community gardens, pocket parks, vegetation buffers, tree-lined parkways and
similar areas with natural or planted vegetation.

Greenway — (1) a linear open space established along either a natural corridor, such as
a riverfront, stream valley, or ridge line, or over land along a railroad right-of-way
converted to recreational use, a canal, a scenic road or other route; (2) any natural or
landscaped course for pedestrian or bicycle passage; (3) an open space connector
linking parks, natural reserves, cultural features, or historic sites with each other and with
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populated areas; and (4) locally, certain strip or linear parks designated as a parkway or
greenbelt (Charles Little, author of Greenways for America,1990).

Regional greenways connect communities and major habitat areas.
Local greenways provide significant connections within a community.

Neighborhood greenways provide minor connections and tie people to the larger
system.

Without trails, greenways are buffer strips serving as visual separators and wildlife
corridors.

Green Infrastructure — "Our nation's natural life support system, an interconnected
network of natural areas, conservation lands, and working landscapes that support
native species, maintain natural ecological processes, sustain air and natural resources,
and contribute to the health and quality of life for America's communities and people.***
Green infrastructure is an interconnected network of conserved natural areas and
features (including wetlands, woodlands, waterways, and wildlife habitat), public and
private conservation lands (including nature preserves, landscape linkages, wildlife
corridors, and wilderness areas), private working lands of conservation value (including
forests and farms) and other protected open spaces (including parks). It is green space
that serves multiple purposes and is strategically planned and managed at the local,
regional and state levels." (Mark Benedict, The Conservation Fund). [In contrast to gray
infrastructure of roads, utility lines, communications and water systems.] Also see
"Greenspace".

Two advantages of the greenspace or green infrastructure approach are:
It raises the consciousness of the residents regarding natural resources and the
place of those resources, recreational facilities and open spaces in their lives and the
fabric of the community. The result of that raised consciousness can be a greater
commitment to the implementation and management of a greenspace system.
A greenspace system creates valuable connections or links within the community.
Some of these connections will serve the recreational (and occasionally the
transportation) needs of the community. Linked open spaces can create a visual web
of nature that enhances the appearance of the community and improves quality of
life. Linked natural areas serve as wildlife corridors to help sustain a diverse
population of birds and other animals. Protected open space along waterways helps
protect water quality.

Map 7-3 shows the location of potential elements of a greenspace system in the Tri-
Communities. Protection of the elements shown on this map can help create a
greenspace system. Identifying gaps in the greenspace system can provide information
to local officials and property owners regarding how to help complete green connections.
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Map 7-3
Tri-Community Greenspace Elements
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